The area of human rights has had significant attention both nationally and internationally in the press and in the political arena. While there is a renewed commitment to human rights advocacy, there is also an upward trend in popular culture of depictions of torture. This article provides critical annotations of English-language reference sources, published since 1990, and available both in print and online, in an effort to aid librarians collecting and weeding materials for human rights research.
INTRODUCTION
The arena of human rights research is a complex one, with a huge range of sources from many different countries and organizations. This critical bibliography strives to contextualize and evaluate the vast array of English-language reference sources, published since 1990 and available both in print and online, and aims to aid librarians in making collection development and weeding decisions. Preference was given to newer publications, especially those published since 2000; those readily available online; and online items that are continually updated. Specialized topical resources, such as those focusing on law enforcement or women, were excluded in favor of works with broader coverage. There are a number of reasons why human rights is of particular importance. Two events in December 2008 mark important milestones for human rights. First, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) had its 60 th anniversary and the International Year of Human Rights Education began, with a focus on extending and enhancing educational programs and materials for human rights education across the world, including the World Programme for Human Rights Education that started in 2005.
The international community has also seen a renewed commitment to combating human rights violations through the use of international law. The International Criminal Court became operational in 2002 and is a permanent tribunal to prosecute individuals for crimes against humanity, genocide and war crimes (United Nations Department of Public Information). It has taken on the role that former international crime courts had after World War Two for German and Japanese individuals and in the early nineties for the territory of the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda (Forsythe 2009, xix) . Its first case, against Congolese militia leader Thomas Lubanga, began in January 2009. There has also been a large growth in the number of core international human rights instruments. Of the nine core instruments, three were passed from 1965 to 1966, four from 1979 to 1990 and two in 2006 alone. Those are the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. In addition to the nine core documents, since 1999, a total of six optional protocols have been proposed. For instance, in May 2000, protocols were introduced to the Convention on the Rights of Child to address the involvement of children in armed conflict and sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights). More significantly, the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, proposed in December 2008, "will enable victims to complain about violations of the rights enshrined in the Covenant at the international level for the first time…. 'The approval of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights is of singular importance by closing a historic gap,' stated UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay" (New human rights instrument closes vital protection gap, says top UN official 2008) .
The issue of human rights has been a nearly constant theme in the media, both here in the United States and internationally. There have been several recent high-profile cases of human rights controversies and incidents that have highlighted the need for advocacy and intervention: the genocide in Rwanda, the ongoing conflict in Darfur, the torture of inmates of the Abu Ghraib prison, the widespread abuses in the Congo, etc.
Lastly, in popular culture, the television program "24" prompted a national discussion due to its heavy use of torture by the show's protagonist to elicit information. This display of torture has grown tremendously since September 11 th : "From 1996 to 2001, there were 102 scenes of torture, according to the Parents Television Council. But from 2002 to 2005, that figured had jumped to 624, they said. "24" has accounted for 67 such scenes during its first five seasons, making it No. 1 in torture depictions, according to the watchdog group….The increase in quantity is not the only difference. During this uptick in violence, the torturer's identity was more likely to be an American hero like "24's" Jack Bauer (Kiefer Sutherland) than the Nazis and drug dealers in pre-9/11 days" (Miller 2007) . Moreover, the United States military is worried about the effect the torture scenes are having on young troops: "Brigadier General Patrick Finnegan recently travelled to California to meet producers….He told them that promoting illegal behaviour in the series -apparently hugely popular among the US military -was having a damaging effect on young troops….According to the New Yorker magazine, Gen Finnegan, who teaches a course on the laws of war, said of the producers: 'I'd like them to stop. They should do a show where torture backfires... The kids see it and say, 'If torture is wrong, what about 24?' (Buncombe 2007) .
Despite the increasing impact of human rights, an examination of the library literature shows that there is little published recently on human right resources, especially reference tools. The most relevant recent article, published in 2002 by Behavioral & Social Sciences Librarian, covers resources for locating the text and status of international human rights instruments. It also examines the importance of human rights agreements.
Three older articles published in 1991 focused on human rights resources. A guide to collection development to international human rights was published in Choice. It noted useful resources for collections of human rights documents, annual surveys, resource guides and bibliographies, useful teaching materials, studies of regional and international protection of human rights, foreign policy, non-governmental organizations and selected policy issues, such as refugees or women's rights. Interestingly, nearly all the titles highlighted in the annual surveys section are also reviewed in this article. An issue of DttP: Documents to the People had two articles. Maureen Ratynski, a reference librarian at the United Nation's Dag Hammarskjöld Library, reviewed human rights-related resolutions, documents, reports and series created by different United Nations bodies. A select bibliography highlighted English language holdings of the Library that contained texts of human rights instruments or commentary on human rights bodies, procedures and instruments. Another article described documentation from the human rights agencies of the Organization of American States.
Two other articles focus on more specialized topics, formats and publications. The most recent publication, a Catholic Library World article, focused on how "the heritage and mission of Catholic libraries renders them uniquely equipped and well positioned to foster greater knowledge and understanding of human rights" (Bell 2006, 112 This bibliography covers English, French and Spanish-language materials on human rights published from 1992 to present, except for United Nations Economic, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) publications that are covered from 1949 to present. The bibliography is divided into five chapters. The first highlights publications from the United Nations and its specialized agencies. The second highlights other international and regional intergovernmental organizational resources. The last three chapters highlight print, periodical and electronic resources-video tapes, databases and Internet sites. Each chapter is divided by organization or topic. These sub-chapters are divided by focus of research, such as basic reference materials. Items are listed by year, then alphabetically by author in each sub-chapter. A selected number are annotated.
Despite its age, this source still has considerable value. This is primarily due to the expertise of the two authors, who have collaborated frequently on human rights publications. Symonides is a professor at the University of Warsaw and Volodin is currently the Chief of the Human Rights and Gender Equality Section of the Division of Human Rights, Human Security This is the core United Nations product for accessing human rights documents. The CD-ROM product contains bibliographic access to over 20,000 bibliographic citations, 5,000 full-text documents, treaties and reports from the United Nations and 95 human rights instruments. One can narrow search by the UN's human rights classification scheme or by type of materials. If the complete database search is chosen, one can search by keyword, title, subject, personal or corporate author, issuing body, session, UN document and document series symbols, UN sales number, publication date and/or full text. Entries list title, content notes, UN document and document series symbols, issuing body and session. A wordlist-a keyword index-is available through a function key command. A trilingual thesaurus offers controlled vocabulary searches in the subject field in English, French and Spanish. Printing and exporting of documents are both available. The CD-ROM product expands on the efforts of the following print publication. Hopefully this product will eventually be made available online to provide greater access.
The five-volume set provides bibliographic references and access to nearly 8,300 human rights documents and publications published by the United Nations from 1980 to 1990. Entries are arranged in eleven main categories, such as "civil and political rights" in the first volume. Main categories are further divided into topical sub-categories, such as "political participation" for the aforementioned main category. Entries are listed alphabetically by title in each subcategory and have accession number, title, publisher and location, date, length and UN document number. Notes are occasionally utilized to explain content, provide ISBNs or citation to resolution or decision to which it is related. Since authors are not noted in record, the author index in volume two is particularly useful. The last three volumes are a subject index. The introduction explains the selection criteria, arrangement and contents of bibliographic citations and how to obtain documents and publications. A list of selected UN human nations-related documents and series symbols are also provided.
Walters, Gregory J. 1995. Human rights in theory and practice: A selected and annotated bibliography. Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press.
This annotated bibliography contains references to hundreds of English-language book and monograph sources published primarily between 1982 and 1993 and easily accessible in public, college or university libraries. The latter criterion limits the number of United Nations publications. Rather than focusing geographically or by specific rights, the chapters center on the interaction of human rights with philosophy, cultural relativism, religious traditions, etc. Each of the chapters is further sub-divided by type of resource (e.g. encyclopedias and dictionaries). Entries include a bibliographic citation and a one-third to one-half page description. The introduction explores the historical development of the human rights field, in addition to explaining the goals, scope and structure of the book. Appendixes list bill of rights, followed by indexes for authors, geographical units and subjects. The development of human rights from 3000 B.C.E. through 2002 is covered in this chronology. Separate chronologies are provided for nine areas of human rights-general human rights and civil, religious, women's, indigenous, children's, gay, disabled and refugee rights. "Each chapter provides coverage of events, trends, people, publications, laws, court cases, government action and inaction, organizations, inventions, discoveries, and ideas" related to human rights. Entries range in length from a sentence to multi-paragraph coverage of key human rights documents. A select bibliography and index are provided as well.
Dictionaries and Encyclopedias
Cartwright, Rita Cantos, and H. Victor Condé. 2000. Human rights in the United States: A dictionary and documents. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO.
The first part of this source is a dictionary of nearly 250 terms related to human rights in the United States, including those not used in international human rights, such as the Jackson Vanik Amendment. Entries are typically a half-to full-page in length and start with a definition, followed by an examination of the significance of the entry topic and lastly, see also references and references to additional content in the document section and appendixes. The second part of the book is a document section containing 59 American, United Nations and other international and regional human rights documents related to the United States. The scope is historical and includes documents that are no longer in effect. Each document entry contains an introductory section that notes, when applicable, the full and short titles; abbreviations; subject(s); official legal citation; date(s) of document, adoption, general entry into force, ratification/accession/adhesion and signature and entry into force by the United States; This is the new standard in the field, offering a vast wealth of information in five volumes. Over 320 signed entries cover public and private organizations and institutions at all levels; leading figures who advanced or threatened human rights; events and crises, focusing on 1945 to present; country profiles; and norms, such as "ethnic cleansing." Entries written by international scholars and human rights experts are fully cross-referenced and offer a bibliography to additional resources. In addition to cross-referencing, one can also use a list of articles, topical outline of articles and lengthy index to locate relevant entries. The introduction examines the development of human rights. A list of maps and directory of contributors is also included.
Gibson, John S. 1996. Dictionary of international human rights law. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press.
This dictionary on international human rights law is divided into three sections. The first section provides brief overviews of twelve fundamental human rights issues in international law and acts as primer for more specific entries contained in the second section. The dictionary section begins with its own introduction that highlights the five categories of human rights: civil and political; legal; economic, social and culture; collective; and declaratory. The nearly seventy dictionary entries are listed alphabetically in one of the five categories. Each entry has five parts: legal explanation of the right and a citation to its international human rights instrument source; other sources of the right; expanded definition of the right; landmark events in the right's evolution; and cross-references to similar rights. The last section is a bibliography of primary and secondary human rights sources organized into basic references and resources, general resources, historical resources, sections for each of the five categories and miscellaneous. Acronyms and abbreviations and author profile are provided, but there is no index.
Gorman, Robert F., and Edward S. Mihalkanin. 2007 . Historical dictionary of human rights and humanitarian organizations. 2nd ed. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press.
Part of the well done International Organizations Series, this volume provides a list of acronyms and abbreviations, chronology, dictionary, bibliography and documents related to human rights and humanitarian organizations. The lengthy introduction examines the historical development of human rights and humanitarian aid back to 5,000 B.C.E., the emergence of humanitarian and human rights organizations starting in the 19 th century, the interconnected development of international law and human rights and strategies for promoting human rights. The chronology covers twentieth-century human rights events from 1824 to 2006. Entries are organized by year. In each year, events are noted by month and become more extensive in the post-World War Two era. The nearly 300 dictionary entries cover human rights and humanitarian organizations, treaties and agreements, human rights concepts and important persons in the field. Entries range in size from half-page to nearly three pages. Organizational entries include contact information. Cross-references are noted in bold text. The non-annotated representative bibliography lists resources in seventeen topical sections. The bibliography's introduction provides a review of important resources, primarily scholarly, in human rights. The appendices list four of the International Bill of Human Rights documents.
Lewis, James R., and Carl Skutsch, eds. 2001. The human rights encyclopedia. Armonk, NY: Sharpe Reference.
This encyclopedia is divided into two sections that contain more than 100 entries on human rights issues and individuals and over 175 country entries. The entries are listed alphabetically and are signed by international scholars and practitioners in the human rights field. Most entries are written at an introductory level, are two to five pages in length and contain a bibliography of additional resources. Two appendixes list twenty United Nations human rights documents and profiles, including contact information and description of activities, on over 180 international human rights organizations. A glossary contains approximately 80 human rights terms and concepts. A select bibliography lists book on human rights topics. General and name indexes for the entire three-volume set are available at the end of the third volume. This encyclopedia covers human rights issues at the international, regional and national levels. There are approximately 150 entries on human rights concepts, 100 on human rights documents, 25 on human rights agencies, 20 on non-governmental organizations and 50 biographies. Entries typically are two or fewer pages in length and often include additional information clearly marked with easily understood icons. These additions include sources of information or assistance, contact information, documents, court decisions and other legal judgments, further reading and related entries. In addition to an index, a list of entries arranged by subject category is useful for finding particular entries. Robertson, David. 2004 . A dictionary of human rights. 2nd ed. London; New York: Europa.
Written by a well-respected Oxford scholar, this dictionary is designed for the general reader and has over 230 entries covering human rights terminology, issues, organizations and laws. Special attention is paid to the decisions of the United States Supreme Court, European Court of Human Rights and the German Constitutional Court. Entries are listed alphabetically and are typically one-half to a page in length. Cross-referenced terms are noted in bold print. One of the standard sources in this area of study, this directory has entries on more than 1,000 groups, publications, information and material sources active in the fields of human rights in the United States. Despite being based in America, many are active internationally. It is divided into five main sections: alphabetical guide of entries, geographical index, list of internships, periodical index and subject index. Informational entries in the alphabetical guide provide contact information, description of organization, availability of internships and details on periodical(s), if one is published. This directory provides information on human rights research and training institutions, specialists, programs, scholarships and periodicals. The 664 entries are arranged alphabetically by country and note name of institution, contact information, alternate name and acronym, creation date, head, staff, type of institution, relationship with intergovernmental organization, activities, geographical areas studies, current research, type of publications and titles, recent publications, senior staff, description, cooperative program and educational information. Educational information notes subjects, principal instructors, target group, type and level of course(s), duration, working languages, admission requirements and closing date, fees, scholarship availability and degree awarded. Entries are indexed by name and acronym, name of specialists, research subject, geography, cooperative programs, scholarship granting institutions and Internet addresses. A list of human rights periodicals is also provided. Bibliographic information is provided, in addition to editor(s), description and disciplines covered.
Definitions of 430 English and French human rights terms taken directly from United Nations documents, especially Human Rights, a Compilation of International Instruments
Luckily, the content from the print resource has been made available in an online searchable database. Nearly all the data from the print version is contained in the online research results.
Document Sources
Brownlie, Ian, and Guy S. Goodwin-Gill. 2006 Full text of Commission decisions and reports can be found in three series that ran from 1964 to 1970 (volumes 1-32), 1970 to 1974 (volumes 33-36) and 1975 to 1998 (volumes 1-94 Over 140 primary sources on human and civil rights are covered in this volume, including governmental items, publications, letters, interviews and speeches and works of art. This publication provides a greater variety of resources than most of the other similar titles, especially the art pieces. Sources are organized into eight categories, such as civil and political rights. Each category includes its own introduction. Each entry provides the title, primary source type, author, date, source, information about the author, introductory essay, the text from or image of the primary source, an essay on its significance and list of further readings. A brief essay on using primary sources, chronology of important historical and social events from 1679 to 2005, list of consulted sources and index are also included. Although somewhat dated at this point, the standard United Nations print compilation of human rights treaties is a three-part, two-volume print set compiles universal and regional human rights instruments. This is the sixth edition of the first volume, but the second volume is new. 95 chronologically arranged instruments are organized into two parts in the first volume. The first covers fundamental human rights documents and the second part includes related economic, social, political, cultural and legal instruments. The second volumes includes text of 50 regional instruments, also listed chronologically, and grouped by regional institutions, such as the Council of Europe. Most of the universal and regional human rights instruments are available on the UNHCHR web site (http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/).
A pocket size compilation of core universal human rights treaties was published in 2006 that contains text of fourteen conventions and optional protocols. An updated version includes text from three additional conventions and optional protocols.
The United Nations Treaty Collection web site tracks the status of ratifications and reservations of sixteen principal international human rights treaties (http://treaties.un.org/Pages/Treaties.aspx?id=4&subid=A&lang=en). Signatory states and parties to treaties are both noted by date. It is also available online as an Excel spreadsheet file. UNESCO has also produced an annual volume that tracks ratification of binding universal and regional normative human rights instruments; albeit more broadly defined. United Nations human rights treaties. http://www.bayefsky.com.
The site "was designed for the purpose of enhancing the implementation of the human rights legal standards of the United Nations." Funded by several well-known organizations: the Ford Foundation, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the Consultative Council of Jewish Organizations, the Jacob Blaustein Institute and the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, the site is named for its creator, Professor A. F. Bayefsky of York University, a research and scholar of human rights. Professor Bayefsky is a past recipient of the Bora Laskin National Fellowship in Human Rights Research, and has published extensively in the field. All UN Treaties and Amendments are included full text on the site, and supporting documents, such as ratifications, reports, correspondence and special actions are also included. The supporting documents are divided into three major areas: states, categories, and theme. The layout and interface of the site add to the usefulness of the documents contained within, and researchers at all levels will find this site to be useful and informative.
van der Wolf, Willem-Jan, and Sabine de Haardt. 1999. Global human rights law collection. Boxtel, The Netherlands: Global Law Association.
This four-volume set contains brief summaries of international and regional human rights instruments. Each volume is arranged similarly, beginning with an examination of the historical development of the international instrument and highlight key concepts and sections. Text of the instrument and related ones follows. The first volume examines the development of human rights and international law from ancient philosophers to the end of the twentieth century and The This guide, published by the well-respected United States Institute of Peace, explains the actions of intergovernmental organizations, nongovernmental organizations and the military in peace and relief operations, as well as profiles on prominent IGOs and NGOs in this field. Each of the three components is covered in its own part. Each part is further divided into chapters that explain the organizations' features, organization and structure, culture and actions before the directory of organizational profiles. The profiles are divided into types, such as international and regional, or humanitarian. Profiles are replaced by a section on uniforms, weapons and other equipment in the part on the military. A bibliography of online and print resources is included at the end, in addition to information on the authors, acknowledgements and an index. The second edition of this work contains approximately 170, alphabetically arranged entries on the terms, concepts and rules of humanitarian law, including related issues in international law and relations. Entries typically are a half-page to three pages in length and include a definition of the term, references to supporting texts in international agreements, boxed summary of key and additional points, cross-references and further readings. Introduction examines the development of the concept and tenets of humanitarian law and international law of armed conflict. Two appendices note the state of ratification and lists of states party to 27 humanitarian law and human rights conventions, as of July 2006. Book is indexed by both term and one of 22 subjects. List of abbreviations, legend and information about author are also provided.
Bulut, Aslihan. Human rights research guide. New York: Columbia Law Library. http://library.law.columbia.edu/guides/Human_Rights.
Created and maintained by a reference librarian at the Columbia Law Library, this site is well-organized for both the novice and experienced human rights researcher. Sections include Background Sources, Primary Sources, Sources for Practitioners, Secondary Sources, and Bibliographies and Research Guides. Each section is thoughtfully crafted to direct the reader to the most helpful and valuable sources. Any researcher using this site will feel well-informed after perusing the content. This site is a model for anyone wishing to lessen information overload for their user community.
Human rights tools: Resources for human rights professionals.
http://www.humanrightstools.org/.
Human rights activists are the main audience for this web site, with information about conferences, job information, master's program links, and other links devoted to development and education. For the general user, the site has links to sections devoted to News, Blogs, and a Country Analysis area. The Country Analysis area is extensive and is divided up into Human Rights Problems, Context and Environment, and Regional News and Websites. The site is notable for providing access to non-US sites focused on human rights, and the news feed adds to the international focus as well International Human Rights Funders Group. http://hrfunders.org/resources/index.php.
The IHRFG supports the work of human rights grant writers with events, training, networking opportunities, and benefits for organizations or individuals who are members of the IHRFG. For human rights researchers at any level, there are two sections of particular interest. First, the Grantmaking section, while geared towards grantwriters and grantseekers, is a fascinating read about the difference between human rights funding and humanitarian grantmaking. The FAQ on Human Rights Grantmaking provides a valuable and illuminating perspective to an area of human rights not covered in the sites reviewed above. In the FAQ, experts from different organizations answer questions such as "What does a human rights approach have to contribute to social justice work?" and "How are outcomes or successes 'measured' in human rights work?" The other section of the site of interest is Resources, especially the News, Reports and Publications subsections. Anyone can suggest an item to for inclusion in the Resource section, and a reviewer from IHRFG will approve the item before it appears on the web site. The Recommended Readings list is also informative for all levels of researchers.
Newman, Frank C., and David S. Weissbrodt. 1996. International human rights: Law, policy, and process. 2nd The first source listed above is designed as a core textbook for law classes on international human rights law, while the second source is its documentary supplement which is updated on a regular basis. Both sources are very useful introductions to human rights law, policy, process and international instruments at the international and American levels. The text is divided into approximately fifteen chapters that provide a general introduction to international human rights and information on topics, such as the ratification and implementation of agreements, state reporting, UN procedures, humanitarian intervention, violations, fact-finding, etc. The chapters follow a similar format with an introduction and key questions preceding the documents and signed articles on the issue. A table of cited cases, books and articles is included, as well as a subject index.
The third edition of the documentary supplement contains the text of over 50 United Nations, regional, American and other human rights instruments. Each document includes the date of adoption and entry into force, as well as a citation to the original text. The last third of the book is a selected bibliography for print and electronic resources for international human rights law. It is divided into nearly twenty sections by both type, such as human rights document compilations, and topic, such as refugee law. Most of the resources are annotated. This authoritative UNHCR handbook reviews "ways in which national human rights institutions can become more effective in protecting and promoting economic, social and cultural rights. It will examine how national institutions' legal mandates can be interpreted to incorporate economic, social and cultural rights within their jurisdictions, how the functions and powers can be exercised more appropriately in regard to these rights, how they can use their resources most efficiently and effectively and how they can implement economic, social and cultural rights in the political and social contexts in which they operate" (Introduction). It is divided into three sections. The first section focuses on the nature of economic, social and cultural rights by examining the normative framework underlying human rights, primarily through the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. It highlights obligations that each country has under the Covenant. The development and role of national human rights institutions are examined in the second section. The last section describes how national human rights institutions can monitor, address violations to and promote economic, social and cultural rights. Annexes contain text of six key international human rights instruments and a selected bibliography. Excellent resource created by the United Nation's own library, this guide is available in both English and French and leads the reader through the structure and roles of Charter-and Treaty-based bodies with various responsibilities regarding human rights. This guide is wellwritten, in clear and succinct language with many links that further explains the Guide's main content. This web site is essential for anyone wishing to have a greater understanding of the global human rights arena. This set of publications acts as an index to the Amnesty International archival materials on microfiche. The microfiche collection includes country dossiers for Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe and the Middle East from 1975 to present, and publications, such as newsletters, annual reports, briefing papers, publications on countries, topic reports and general publications, from 1962 to present.
CD-ROM allows access by continent/region, country, type of publication, title words, series title, date and order number. One may type in search phrase or use mediated search feature by clicking on an eye icon to view all search options. Search results entries note region, country, type of material, title, date and fiche number. Search results may be sorted, edited and saved to disk. Listings in the print indexes are organized into a section on country dossiers and another on publications that are further sub-divided by continent or type of publications. The bulk of each index is the country dossier sections. These are further sub-divided by country, then type of publication. Individual entries note title, fiche number and author, if applicable. The Supplements are published annually. The cumulative guides are printed approximately every five years. This resource is much more stable and user-friendly that the Amnesty International web site that often makes it difficult to locate publications.
Derechos Human Rights. Human rights links = Enlaces de derechos humanos.
http://www.derechos.net/links/.
Derechos, a major human rights education and advocacy organization, has created a core resource for any human rights advocate or researcher; available in both English and Spanish. The resources are divided into fifteen categories. For instance, the "Reports and News" section is a short, manageable and selective list of key resources for following human rights news. Of particular interest are the links to video, audio and images. This monthly publication provides brief summaries of the case law of the European Court of Human Rights, the European Commission of Human Rights and other courts examining human rights issues. It covers cases and admissibility decisions. Each bound annual volume offers extensive access through alphabetical, numerical, chronological and subject indexes. Entries first note the parties, date, key issue(s), court, judges and series number, and provide a brief summary. This is followed by an in-depth examination of the facts, proceedings at all court levels, relevant domestic and international law, judgment and opinions. Official documents, including the judgment and opinion, are selectively excerpted. Volumes one and two These charts allow one to quickly find information on cases before the European Court of Human Rights. The entries are listed in alphabetical order by case name. The tables have columns for numbered citation in Series A; date of judgment and date of application; case name; state or states against which the complaint was lodged; main issues examined and cross-reference comments to similar cases; articles of European Convention on Human Rights addressed at European Commission of Human Rights level; how the Commission disposed the articles; Convention articles addressed at Court level; how the Court disposed the articles; and domestic implementation measures. Both a key and explanation of the charts precede the tables. There is a separate set of chart tables arranged alphabetically by case, numerically by Series A citation number and geographically by country. A separate set of charts lists all cases by Convention articles addressed. These shorter case citations note article number, case name, Series A citation number, date of Court judgment, state(s) of the complaint and how the Court disposed the article. A project of HURIDOCS, an organization dedicated to supporting information management needs of human rights organizations, HuriSearch is a arguably, the best search engine for human rights-related content on the web, indexing over 3 million pages focused on human rights. Searches can be executed by language, country, organization and type of format, including newsletters and RSS feeds. This is an indispensable tool for those interested in tracking human rights activities and news on the web. Mensah, Barbara. 2000 . European human rights case locator 1960 -2000 . London: Cavendish. ---. 2002 . European human rights case summaries 1960 -2000 These publications allow one to access information and summaries on any European Court of Human Rights case from the first in 1960 to October 31, 1998. Cases are arranged in sections alphabetically, by country, article and protocol order and chronologically. Case entries vary from section to section, noting number of case, parties in case, country, court judgment date, article or protocol that was violated and citation to European Human Rights Reports entry. Entries in country section provide one sentence review of case and decision. A fifth section notes the composition of the court and contact information, Council of Europe countries and their dates of signature and ratification, and rules of procedure of the European Court of Human Rights.
Lengthier summaries can be found in the companion volume. Summary entries have an overview of the facts; Commission decision, through November 1998; judges names, including details on those who dissented; the ratio; list of cases referred to by the judges; and decision on costs and damages, if applicable. The cases are listed alphabetically. Cases are indexed chronologically and by subject. Another section notes the Council of Europe countries and when they adopted the Convention and certain protocols. The last section provides a listing of judges in order of service, as well as a listing of ad hoc judges and the cases they served. (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish) . According to the "About" section of the index, "Each country-related observation and recommendation of treaty bodies and special procedures is classified -paragraph by paragraphby country, by right, by body and by affected persons." A unique feature of this tool is that the indexing is defined as using a "rights-based method...ensur [ing] objectivity." The interface of the index is clean and the search box options on the front page are clearly labeled. Users can also jump directly into annotations by Country, Body or Right. This may be more valuable to those familiar with the human rights documents terrain, but those new to human rights research will appreciate the ease of access that the index provides. The Center for Human Rights Documentation & Research, part of the Columbia University Libraries, houses the archives of major human rights organizations such as Amnesty International and the Committee of Concerned Scientists. While the content of the archives is not available online, finding aids are provided for anyone to view. The Center also hosts speakers and organizes conferences focused on human rights, and the web site has some video and audio from these events. In keeping with its mission to support researchers, faculty and students in the study of human rights, the Center recently received a three-year grant totaling $716,000 "to develop and implement a program that will establish best practices for collecting, managing, preserving and providing access to at-risk digital content on human rights" from the Andrew J. Mellon Foundation. Columbia University has a number of libraries that collect secondary sources on the topic of human rights, and the web sites for those branch libraries are included, as are links to the libraries' research guides and online catalog. While the site is short on openly accessible content, it is clear that this site will grow as more primary content is digitized, and will become a core source for human rights research, teaching and learning.
Human Rights Education Network. HREA: The global Human Rights Education Network. http://hrea.org/.
The main purpose of the Human Rights Education Network (HREA) is to provide training and development activities and educational materials for human rights activists and professionals. HREA provides these services to a variety of organizations as well as serving as a catalyst for online community building between advocates and activists around the world through several online networks, such as OneWorld International and the International Network of Human Rights Schools. The HREA also provides a Resource Centre, including an online Library with links to training materials and curricula organized by topic and by audience. The Global Human Rights Education Database includes a directory of human rights educators and programs and a current annotated bibliography of human rights reports and documents from around the globe. The Links and Forums sections are rich with information for the human rights researcher.
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. RefWorld. http://www.unhcr.org/refworld. RefWorld is a model web site -rich content, clear navigation, useful integration of Web 2.0 tools that enhance a user's knowledge of the topic, and a balance of general information and detailed information about a specific aspect of the topic or issue. Both novice and experienced researchers will be able to find and use information from this site quickly and easily. Information is drawn from many different organizations, such as Refugees International, Reporters without Borders, Refugee Documentation Centre (Ireland), the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), UN offices, and the UN News Service. Document types include chronologies, position papers specific to countries and situations, and a huge collection of annual reports.
When introduced in the 1990s, RefWorld was only available on CD-ROM and DVD. It was re-launched in 2007 as an online resource.
United Nations Human Rights. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. http://www.ohchr.org/.
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is charged by the international community to provide human rights leadership, education and advocacy for individuals and States. Two documents, both available on the web site, outline the Office's strategic and tactical directives: the OHCHR Plan of Action and its Strategic Management Plan 2008-2009. The OHCHR also works to help States comply with human rights treaties and provide programs for discussion and education on specific issues related to human rights, such as discrimination against women, prevention of torture, children's rights, and more. Agendas, reports, open and closing statements, and documents created by the countries attending the meetings are provided on the OHCHR web site, making the site a rich source of diverse, internationally focused information about human rights. The Publications section of the site contains documents outlining individual's human rights as well as fact sheets, special issue papers, and reference materials, including the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) documents, which are organized by session and by country. The UPR is a four-year review process established in 1996 that ultimately provides an overview of 192 United Nations Member States human rights activities and best practices. The Library section of the site links to the Official Documents System of the UN (http://documents.un.org), which covers the years 1993 to present and includes documents in the official UN languages. Users will need to spend time absorbing the huge amount of information available on the OHCHR site, but it is well-designed, easy to navigate, and the information itself is of immense value.
Yearbooks
Amnesty International annual report 1962 /XXXX. 1962 This is the seminal resource that led to the development of many of the other resources in the "Yearbook" section. This annual publication provides human rights reports on countries around the world. It typically consists of three parts. The first is an overview of key issues and events of the past year. The second part, and the bulk of the book, is comprised of alphabetically listed country and territory reports. The country and territory reports provide a summary of the human rights concerns in that country. Each profile begins with a short table of sociopolitical information, introductory blurb, the narrative and list of recent Amnesty International country reports with citations. The narrative is divided into topical sections, such as "death penalty" or "prisoners of conscience." Not all countries and territories have reports-this is due to lack of coverage rather than lack of human rights abuses. The last part examines the goals and action of the organization, provides a directory of international and regional human rights organizations and text of selected international and regional human rights treaties. The most recent volume is available online at Amnesty International's web site (http://www.amnesty.org/). Documents and decisions: 1955 Documents and decisions: -1956 Documents and decisions: -1957 = Commission Européenne des Droits de l'Homme: Documents et décisions 1955 -1956 -1957 Published from 1998 to 2003, The UN Human Rights System edition is divided into six sections. The first section "is intended to highlight major developments in the United Nations human rights system" during the past year. The introduction covers key issues, events, resolutions, agreements, etc. The rest is an examination of those efforts in nearly fifty thematic mechanisms and approaches, such as "children" or "freedom of opinion and expression." The end of the first section has appendixes that explain methodological and technical issues; provide overviews of human rights bodies, procedures, terminology and mandates; and list reporting schedule of treaty bodies. The remaining five sections examine the regions and countries of Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean and Western Europe and other industrialized countries. The key part of each country report is an overview of the country's adherence to key human rights instruments. It has two or more components. The first notes a country's ratifications, reservations and reports to eight United Nations treaty bodies. Following selection(s) list(s) reports made to any of six UN commissions and other agencies, as well as any reports, resolutions or field activities by the UN about or in that country.
The Nations and territories on their political rights, civil liberties and overall status are scored in this annual publication. The first two are rated on scales of one to seven and the last one ranges from "free" to "partly free" to "not free." Each volume begins with an overview essay on the current situation in the world. This is followed by a set of country reports and related and disputed territories reports. Each report begins with a brief table of political, economic and social data. It notes type of polity and economic system, population, purchasing power parities, life expectancy, ethnic groups, capital and the values for political rights, civil liberties and overall status. This is followed by overview of the current socioeconomic and political situation, followed by a "Political Rights and Civil Liberties" section that highlights key human rights issues. Reports range in length from one to five pages. A table of the three values by country and territories is provided at the end. Survey methodology, especially for the scaled scores, and sources of information are explained thoroughly and clearly. The most recent edition and archived versions of the report are available on the Freedom House web site (http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=15), in addition to comparative and historical data available in downloadable formats.
Human Rights Watch world report: 1990/XXXX. 1991-. New York: Human Rights Watch. Watch annual report: 1987 Watch annual report: /1989 Watch annual report: . 1998 Watch annual report: -1990 This annual publication reviews the human rights record of approximately seventy nations worldwide. It began as an annual critique of the human rights record of the Reagan administration. Over time, it has developed into annual publication. The country profiles are grouped by continent. Each continent has its own overview as well. Entries follow the same basic format with a look at human rights developments in the past year, the role of international and regional organizations and the actions of the Human Rights Watch group in the region. In addition to the continental sections, there are sections on the United States domestic and foreign relations human rights actions. Topical chapters look at the issues of arms, children's rights, women's human rights and special issues and campaigns, such as children soldiers or HIV and AIDS. An introduction provides a complete overview of the world of human rights and profiles are provided on those who were killed defending human rights. The appendixes note the organizations' award winners, current research, publications and staff. The most recent edition and archived versions of the report are available on Human Rights Watch web site (http://www.hrw.org/en/publications). ---. 1986 -1994 . Yearbook of the Human Rights Committee 1977 -78/1987 . New York:
Human Rights

Inter-American
United Nations.
The activities of the Human Rights Committee are tracked through the years by this set of publications. The print yearbook consisted of two volumes. The first provided summary records of the public meetings of three sessions in the committee's year. The second volume provides three main things. The first are the preliminary submissions of reports of countries' human rights efforts, as required by article 40, paragraph 1(b) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The second part notes the committee's consideration of country reports, consisting of a core document and periodic reviews. Typically between fifteen and twenty countries are examined in each session. The last part is an annual report of the Committee. Please note, at time of publication, this had not been published in five years, taking into account the normal three-to four-year delay in publication.
Session 41 (1985) to present has been made available on the Committee's web site (http://tb.ohchr.org/default.aspx?ConvType=12&docType=36 
